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I. Purpose of Trin

A. To attend the sessions of the International Geographical
Congress meeting at Rio de Janziro from 9 - 18 August and to partici-
pate in the deliherations of the Official US delegation es delegates
named by the Naticnal Research Councll, Rational Academy of Sciances.

B. To eateblizh contact vith principal map-producing organivetions
for the purpcse of re-negotiations of latent exchanges or the renswal of
personal contact.

C. 7To confer with perszcnnel engaged in geographic research in the
various countries visited, with a view toward the appraisal of cwrent
and projected research progrems ss they relate to: (1) the objectives
of the Comnission on Geography of the Pan American Institute of Geography
and History (PAIGH); and (2) the revisions in the objectives of this
Commission as suggested by the US delegate. To macertein the views of
leading geographers, rasesrch institutes, and upniversities conceyning
the past work of the Commission on Geography and a desirsble future pro-
gram a8 related to thic neede of the individusal Latin Amerdicen countries.

D. To confer with officisls responsible for the vork of the Iater-
American Geodetic Survey (IAGS) in each of the countries visited, and
10 become sware of the charsctar of the prograsm, its perscnnel,
accomplishments, problems ard future plans. To work with reeponsible
country directors of IAGS in clarifying mep procurement responsibilitiea
of the Department of State vis -g-vis those directed by the Central IAGS
office in Panama to the varfous local map producers.

25X1A9a E-_ To cooperate as sppropriste with representatives
of this Agency in the collection of dasta and accomplisment of other
objectives.
25X1A9a F. _ To perticipate, as an official dalegate, in the

meetings of the Commission on Geography of the PAIGH.
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II. Activities and Findixg_s_

A. International Geographical Congress

The XVIIIth International Geogrephical Congress meeting fvom
9-18 August was attented by representetives from tifty countries; the
total mmber of participents was 1,006. There were large delegetiong
from the United States, France, England end Brazil. At the fiyst '
plenary session, it became obvicus thet the President, L. Dudley Siamp,
would attempt to accomplish a major pert of the Union's business by
vhat appsared to be a railroeding operstion not at sll in line with
parlismentaxy procedures. After the first meeting was over, a count
of the actions taken indicated that not one (with the exception of the
vritten vote described below) had been subjected to the simple yrocedures
of voting; all had been passed by acclamation or because of lack o nega-
tive volce.

At this first session, a problem was crested over the admitiance
of East Germany. By actual written vete, five countries wers adwiited:

B Bl OPi® . e eeiiceeitincencsscnsasees. 2 votes
Iceland.c.c.veeinarenesesecncnnenes.2b votes
HigeY Y. s catactoccsnncnacessasonnaas®) votes
m-..-..- l.lt.“.....O..CC.IIO..'.23 m‘
German Democratic Republic..........1l5 votes

All of these were total votes out of a possible 26. Although the GDR
received only 15 voter, Stamp riled their admittance into the Union even
after concerted efforts on the part of the US delegation and the delegation
from West Germany to prevent it. The head of the US delegation, W.W. Atwood,
Jr., actively pursued the matter during the conference period, working with
Mr. Wendelin, Political Counselor at the IS Exbassy in Rio de Jansiro, and
with representatives of Embassies of other countries interested in a reversel
of the decisicn to admit the Gexmsan Democratic Republic. (See Department of
State Despatch No. 232, 22 August 1956, Rio de Janeiro, Confidential, attached
as TAB A.) After a week of concerted negotistions, it sppeared thet Stamp,
and Kimball, Executive Secretary of the IGU, would remain adamant in the
stand taken at the first plepary session. Their position was based cn
belief that any geographic area of the world could have representation in

the International Geographical Union, and that -- in a scientific organi -
zation such as the IGU -- politicsl differences did not matter and shoula

not influsnce the mewbership of a given avea. At the last Pplenary session,
vhen the finel position of the Union came before sll delegates, Stamp re-
versed hie stand by interpreting the 15 votes as en insufficient me Joxrity
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to expreas the true intsresis of all countries adhering to the IGU.

He therefore recommended that the question be referred to the Executive
Comuittee for study snd that the matter be presented to the Union for
decision at some future time.

The United States delegntion and other delegations had been a
bit dimmeyed and concoarned over the presentation of the new members’
applications for admittance vhen they had not been netified of thas
application sufficiently in advence for study and determination of &
country position. This appeared to be a further bit of misbhandling of
the Union‘s business by the President and Secretary.

All officiel meetings of the US delegetion and several 13formal
saetings were attended for the purpose of develeping US position
Participetion in, and the contimuancs of U3 support to, certain camittees
and comsiesions of the Union.

President Kubiischek of PFrazil officially opened the sessicn by
a vell-prepared and wall-deltvered speech concerning the importance of .
geography in nationel affeirs. The oxhibits wers officially opencd by
the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Brazil. Most countries were Yepre-
sented by an exhibit of good quality, the USSR making a particular pley
by appearing megnanimous in exhibiting a lot of its mups and publications.

A examination of the USSR ewhibit revealed that we
nuottheuhwcbcanmwmﬂnham cvery

on of receiving them. Much of their exhibit consisted of plates
from various atlases snd & good lamplingofnchoolmm, as vell as oblast
maps, vhich are colorful. atiractive, and representative of the kind of
work being dove in the Usls. Ghe exhibit vas completely lacking in isrge-
scale topographic mape, these being under striet Security control by the
mlitary. It waa interesting to note that the USSR exhibit wvas located
atrqug.icall;atthtwofthostop of the exhibit hall and that the
light was good as it occupiasd an outside space close to the vindows. The
exhibit appeared to have no central theme or mission to perform, cther than
attracting attention.

The United Kingdom exhibit was large, but heavily commercial
in character. It appearsd that 'mmrybookdaal.erlnmtdnhadplwed
se=ples of geographic work.

The US exhibit, and those of several other countries, wers col-

lected and organized to demonstrete the kinds of geographic ressarch
being done by representative universities, resesarch institutes , and

3
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government officea. Theae axhibitl vers pnon].ly less splashy and
attractive, but contributed far more towsrd accomplishing the intenrt
of a geographic exhibit than did those of most other countries.

Meatings of the sections and commissions pertinent to the
reporters' interests in physical geography, cartography, photo
interpretation, and geographic research techniques were stitended;
these were profitable, commsnswate with the degres of understanding
of the languages in which the pepers woare presented. Many of the papers
vore dull and contributed little toward advancement of the profession.
In meny cases, they appeared to ve merely an attempt of the suthor of
the peper o satisfy roquirement: for attendance at the IGU. Soms few
yapers, however, were cutstanding, but much of the value accruing froam
attendance came from direct comtect and discussion with a mumber of
geographers from other countries who have done outstanding work in
certain flelds of interest to us.

The Brazilien organizing comsittes, under the lesadership of
Professor Hilgard O'Reilly Sternberg, 414 sn excellent Job in providing
for the needs of all Congress participants by their excellsnt arrange-
ments. Sternberg cooperated with the reporters by providing lists of
dslegates, addresses, and other information needed to carry out a segment
of our mission.

I & 4 bccana appumnt duwring the course of the Congress that some
cmhadtabomrcuedinmetingandtdkingvithmm-ngem-
phers because the Communist Party has succeeded in infiltrating the
geographic profession and wnh.

In many

ces, mexbers of the MISR delegetion, through their activities
with Brazilian geographers, borv: out the conclusion that Communist infil-
tration has been very successful.

25X6F

TAB B is a biogrsphical susmary of the Russian delegates
prepared by a United States geographer who collaborated in the collection
of pertinent data.

TAB C 1s a collectlion of pictures of Russian and other delegates
to the Congress.
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B. Contacts with Principsl Msp—-?roﬂucing Organizations

The efforts of the raporters to re-sitablish cordial relations
with map-producing agencies, in some 1ustances to ra-negotiate laient
exchenges, and in other instances to do on-the-gpot procurement of
needed maps or geographic materials, were successfully accomplished in
all countries.

During two weeks®' active procuvement in Brazil, the exchenge
with the Servicio Geogréfico del. Ejexcito wvas penegotiated with Cemaral
Farias, the Director, amd Col. Serglo, his Alde. Major Johu Glab ; the
IAGS diresctor in Brazil, was Present and concurred in the terms off ex-
change and 1its relationship to the IAGE facilities and program. %hs
vork programs of the Departamento Necicnsl de Cbras Conten As Secas and
the Conselho Nacional de Geografia were carefully exsained througk. dis-
cussions with the respective directors, Engineer Pessos and Professor

- Valverde. A survey was mada of the work being conducted ai Geo-Photo
Linited, an serial photographic and photogrammetric concern doing work
for the goveroment. Contacts with key individuals were msde in the
Ministry of Marine, Depertment of Agriculture, Panair do Brasil, the Bra-
zilian Touring Club, the Bragilian Autcmobile Association, the Ministry
of Public Health, the Publie Library in Rio, & private englreering irm
and several bookstores.

In Argentine, contaci was mede with Col. Vietor Hugo Hozkings,
ihe Director of the Direccifn General del Servicio Geografico Milfitar
and the sxchange was re-affirmed ard will be put on an active baels.
Frofessor Federico Daus, president of the Sociedad Argentine de Estudios
Geogréficos, was consulted concerning geographic research ir Argentina
end Argentine participetion in the PAIGH. Professoy Dr. Rmualdg Ardissone
and Professor Merio Grondone werw visited at the Instituto Geografico --
Facultad de Filosofia. The current status of geographic work throughout
Argentine, wves cerefully reviewsd and sanples of mmieriels examined.

In Chile, costacts were made with General R. Cafins Montalve,
preaident of PAIGH; Gen. Daniel lira Fuentes » the director of the
Instituto Geografico Militar, ant with his deputy, Col. Saavedrs Rojas.
Col. Oscar Avendalio, directing the IGY activities in Chile through a
comaitiee, expedited introductions to & number of govermment offices in
vwhich we were interssted. These included the Ministry of Public Works
-~ Jorge Kelemen, director; Depar-tmento de Mensura de Tierras, Ministerio
de Tierrss y Coloniracion -- Ange?l. .Agui},ara Aponte, chief; Departmento
de Riegos, Direccitn Gensral de Obras Piblicas -- Sr. Dionisic Retaual
director; Direccién Genoral del Servicio de Estodistica y Censop --
Carcamo Cantin, director.
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In Peru, contacts wer: made with the following: Instituto
Gcogratico Militar -- Col. Guillerimo Barriga, director; Ministerio
de Fomento y Obras Publicas ~-- Eduardo A. Salgado, director of the
Direccién de Caminos and Ernesto Avila, director genersl of the Direc-
cién Gensral de Ferrocarriles. We also contacted Dr. Ricardo Palms,
who conducted us on a tour of the Automovil Club del. Perfi.

In Colomibia, we contacted Dr. José Iguacio Rulg, director, and
Dr. Alfonso Ilana, Ch:lar, Archives Section, of the ITnatituto Geografico
de Colombia; Ernesto Guhl, indepsndeni geographer; Dr. Franco of the Banco
de la Republica; and Dr. Acivedo latorre, director of the Depertemento
Administrativo Recional de Estadistics.

In Venegzuelr. contact wes mads with Dr. Eduardo Calcdlio, Director,
Dirveccidn de cart.ogro.ﬂa Racional, Ministerio de Obras Publicas and the
Public Relations Depertrent of Crecle Petroleum.

Contacts with Persomnel Encaged in Geographic Research Work

In every country, attempts were made to make contact with leading
geographiers in universities and those responsible far ths direction of
geographic work in research institutes or government officzes.

Bragil offered ample opportunity to observe dirsct geographic
contributions to govermment planning nnd operations. The Conselho
Nacional de Geograﬁn, with a considerable staff which is organived
regionally, has completed some and is contiming to work on regional
studies for all of Brazil, as wall es special resource studies snd other
functional studies for regional end operational planning. Copies of all
regional and functional studies were procured and arrangements wers made
to receive future production from the Conselho. Considerable time was
spent by both travelers on different occasions in examining the Center for
the Evaluation of Natural Resocurces, which was established by Regulation 29
of the PAIGH charter. The US adviscry Committee to the US mewber of the
Cousultation on Geography of the PAIGH is especially interested in the type
of program being given, ths adequacy of the program, and the futurs of the
Center. The Brazilian Govermment is tentatively planning to take over the
Center by providing full financial support in 1957. A quick tour provided
by the Director of the Center was supposed to leave visitors with the im-
yression that tie program was being afegquately handied snd that everything
at the Center was in geod condition. However, further inguiry Ly direct
conversation wvith esmployess of the Center provided informstion which indi-
cated that conditicns there are not as desiradble as they should be. A
full report of findings concerning this will be written for the US Advisory
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Cthmmmw&mwlsimmWotﬂan.
Although arrangements had been made in Rio de Janeiro with Profassor Ary
Franca, head of geography at the University of Sao Paulo, to visit his
university, for some unknown reason he was not available.

The lesding participarts in geographic research in Argsntina
are uow jockeying for position as a result of the overthrow of ithe Peran
regime. Professar Fedsrico Deuws, for example, was & Peronista ané is
holding hie position s President of the Sociedad Argentina de Estudios
Geogri&ficos. He also feels that he vill contimue as the geographes
Bember on the several comsitteet of the PAIGH. This is not cexrtain,
however, as Dr. Ardissone avd Professor Cromdona of the Geograpirvic
Institute at the University feel thet the days of Daus sre numbeved,
and that he will be replaced in influen’ial geographic circles. Excel-
thkmmimm.muummummmn@mxmm
is being done alwont wiclusively in response to current national problems.
Copies of vesearch completed during the last several years were cbtained
and provision vas made for receipt of future frodustion.

In Chile, most of the geographic ressarch is being conducted
within the governmert as a part of progrems of colonization, regicaal
development, population stuly, and irrigation, snd at the University of
Santisgo, Instituts of Geography, under the sbie leadership of Professor
Fuenzalida. As a mtter of fact, Professor Fuensalida's smmll staff is
undertaking kinds of geographic research applied to national yroblews
vhich wers the most unique cbscrved in all of latin America. Their .
vwork on the distribution, content, and incidence of minerals in river
wvater for irrigation will be nof material value iu the utilization of
certain wvaters coming from the Andes for the irrigation of varicus types
of crops in the valleys of Chile.

In Peru, Colosbis, sud Veneruela, geographic work, for the most
par, 18 being Gonducted ae en adjunct ar as an integral part of govern-
mental work in the various offices. thies wvas in Colomdia,
vhere a Professor Guhl -- - and & Fr. Ramirexr 25X6F
~= in charga of IGY acti -— AYa ¢ geographic and geophysical
studies on their cwn related ts criticel gaps in geographic Inowledge for
the country.

D. Contacts with Offieials I lesponsibls for Work of the IAGS
In every cauntry visited, contact was made wvith the Inter-

Amoricen Geodstic Survey (IAGS) officisle, their Progran was reviewed,
yrogress and difficulties noted. Special attention was glven to IAGS
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procurement activities and the relationship of the local country prosvam
to the Department of State map-procuresment progras. A February 1556
directive from Paname for IAGS to engage in map procurement activities
hes created considersble confusion in the minds of respoosibls IAIS
officials over their responsidilities for map yrocurement as diracted
and their desivre to cooperate with the Deportment of State Program.

- In Brazil, we were very successful in work with Major Glab of
JAGS in re-negotisting an exchangs understanding with the Servicio
Geogréfice del Ejercito. In this instence, the IAGS office will be
informed of end servo as expediter of the sxchange business betwsar
the Brazilian ocutfit and the Department of Stats.

In the other commtries, most of the exchange business with the
principal mup organirations is being handled by the IAGS office. All
maps recaived are being forwardad to Panama snd then, presummbly, to
Washington for distribution. Tails, however, does not work and the situ-
ation in these countries must bo corrected. All IAGS programs in latin
Americe have been cut in varying degraes and the commmnding officers of
such vere concernsd about the sffects of the cut on local attitudes and
local dstexrmination to kesp the program going.

It vas interesting to note in all countries, and especielly in
Brazil, that professional geograyhers -- as di4 other mewbers of pro-
fessional fislds -- had to battle far their extistence in the nstioml
political arena. It was necessary in Brauzil for professional people to
hold several Jcbs in crder to meks enough for adequate living. Far
exsxpls, the director of the Center for the Evaluation of Natursl Re-
socurces, in addition to spending part-time with that organiszation, also
participated in practicing lav and was the advisor to President Eubitschek
on agricultural matters. BSeveral cf the professors at the Center were
employed by private firms for severzl hours of each day and, in addition,
held & jJob in a govermment office for the other four hours. In any event,
persons filling governmentsl positions were extremely well versed in the
political line-up of professional people as far as their netionsl politice
vas concerned, and wore not hesitant to predict re-aligments of entire
government offices -- down through the lowest professicual positions --
1f end whon the govermment changed. Geographic work suffers tremsaudously
under thess kinds of situations beceuse most of the time sppearsd %o b=
devoted to the building and mending of political fences.
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ITY. Probless or Difficulties

A. um.ammmcmemmms,apmhmmu
omthcd@ucctiminmpwoewemedbyﬂmiumofﬁa
m.mmsumuvommmmuneutomnmp-
hcmwmm .:‘;:b:;iuu in Latin fmerica. IAGS offices visited do not

carry out the éirective and agree that perbaps procuve-
mmmmwwmwwmmmmt
m;;ngo:? the gimt contactes of its Geographic Attache, who

reassigned there. I bre this problem under
discussion with G-2 and the local IAGS office at the Army Map Service. 221 /192
A solution appeers to be close at hand.

B. Geographic Research nseds encouragesent and stimnlatior in most
Latin American countries. This can be done through the exchange of |

c. The future of the Center for the Evaluation of Natursl Res e
vill be of considerable concern to the US Advisory Committee and, mm::e
basis of information gathered by various members of that committee vho
vers in Latin Americe during the summer, & recommendation will be made to
the Organiration of Amsricen Stetes concerning its future.

D. If professional personnel are to make their wmyximnm contribution
both in and cutside the govermments in latin American countries, progress
must be mmde in removing politics from professional work.

IV. Comxitmeuts

Amwmm-mmummtcmmormu-
tions throughout all of the countries visited for the exchange of mepe

and other geographic materials. These exchangs arrangements, wviich were
re-negotiations for the most yert, can be explained in full if desired.

They avre, hovever, aa integral part of cur existing map acquisition pro-
V. Recommendsations

A. There should be continued exploitation of professiooal meetings
for both the short- and lomg-range benefits to be derived therefrom.
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B. A more realistic cover history should be developed for
Irofessional personnel attending professionsl weetinge, or there
should be open sdmittance of CIA affiliation » with permission to
glve title of job and general character of work verformed.

25X1A9%9a

Enclosures:
¥TAB A -- Dept. of State Despatch No. 232, 22 A
L] 'ugl 1956 Rio c'
TAB B -- The Soviet Delegation at Rio, XVIIIth 16G, 9-18 Amg. 1956.
¥TAB C -~ Pictures of Russian anfl Other Dzlegates.

{#Attached to first copy of the report only.)
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